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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows. Additions are underlined and deletions are shown in 
strikeout text. 

1-16. Cancelled. 



a seat member, a base, and a coupling mechanism for coupling the seat member to the base, the 
coupling mechanism adapted for providing a smooth deflection when subjected to a load so as to 
facilitate a rocking motion of the seat member relative to the base, the coup Hnp me chanism 
comprising: 

at least two elongate members each having a substantially rectangular cross- 
section and first and second ends* each of said elongate members having an inner surface 
and an outer surface and each being formed with a channel extending longitudinally along 
said outer surface from the first end to the second end to create a thin center portion 
located between thicker side portions, each of said elongate members having an elongate, 
generally flat upper segment an elongate, generally flat lower se gm ent disposed generally 
below the upper segment and a curved segment between the upper and lower segments, 
the curved segment curving at least 180 degrees and configured to flex when the first and 
second ends are moved relative to one another, the first ends of the elongate members 
being connected to the chair member, the second ends of the el ongate members being 
connected to the base; and 

a horizontal support coupled to said seconds ends of said elongate members, the 
horizontal support also being connected to the base: 

wherein said horizontal support has a pair of mount portions, each mount portion 
comprising a recess h aving a contoured surface adapted to complement said outer surfaces of 
said elongate members so that an elongate member complementarily fits transversely across the 
mount portion. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The e e upling mechanism chairo f Claim 1 7, further 
comprising a post extending downward from said horizontal support, said post adapted to be 
received by a cylindrical cavity for providing a swivel motion therebetween. 

19. Cancelled. 



17. (Currently Amended) S i e coupling mechanism of Claim -4£r A chair comprising 
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20. (Currently Amended) A method of manufacturing a flexible coupling mechanism 
configured to resist lateral movement, comprising: 

providing at least two generally flat, elongate spring members each having a first 
and second end and first and second generally opposing sides, a channel extending along 
the surface of the first side substantially from the first end to the second end, the channel 
having substantially the same depth from the first end to the second end; 

bending each of the elongate members to create a substantially flat, elongate upper 
section, a substantially flat, elongate lower section, and a curved section between the 
upper and lower sections, the curved section being bent at least about 1 80°; 

providing an elongate connector comprising a pair of spaced apart mount surfaces, 
each mount surface having a recess that is- beiag contoured so as to be complementary to 
the channel of the corresponding elongate member in a direction generally transverse to 
the elongate connector, 

attaching the lower sections of each bent elongate member to the connector so that 
the bent elongate members are spaced apart from one another and the channel o f each 
elongate member complementarity engages the corresponding mount surface. 

21. Cancelled. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 24-20, wherein the elongate spring 
members have substantially the same cross-sectional profile along their entire length. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim H-20 additionally comprising 
forming an elongate slot in the upper section of each of the bent elongate members, wherein the 
elongate slot is generally parallel to a longitudinal axis of the corresponding elongate member. 

24. Cancelled. 

25. Cancelled. 

26. (Currently Amended) The chaii icoupling mechanism of Claim 17, wherein the 
mount portions are arranged on the horizontal support so that the elongate members are spaced 
from one another and generally parallel to one another, and wherein the outer surfaces of the 
elongate members engage the mount portions in a manner to resist relative movement in a 
direction generally transverse to the longitudinal axis of the elongate members. 

27. (Currently Amended) The chair coupling m e chan iom of Claim 17, wherein the 
curved segment curves about a substantially constant radius of curvature. 

-3- 
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28. (Currently Amended) The chair coupling mechanism of Claim 27, wherein each 
of the elongate members have substantially the same cross-sectional profile from the first end to 
the second end. 
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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW 



Exhibits and/or Demonstrations 
None 

Identificatio n qf Claims Pisc^sg d 

Claims 16, 17 and 20. 
Identification of Prior Art Discussed 

Combination of the following references: 

U.S. Patent No. 5,599,064 to Vanderminden 

U.S. Patent No. 2,450,869 to Beny 

U.S. Patent No. 2,533,51 1 to Rowland et al. 
Proposed Amendments 

Applicant proposed rewriting Claim 17 into independent form 
Principal Arguments and Other Matters 

Applicant argued that the cited references do not teach or suggest all the limitations of 
Claim 17, such as the horizontal support that has a pair of mount portions. 
Results of Interview 

The Examiner agreed that if Claim 17 were rewritten into independent form, 
incorporating the limitations of Claim 16, and if it were clarified that each mount portion 
comprises a recess, the amendment would overcome the outstanding rejection. The Examiner 
also agreed that if Claim 20 were amended to add a recess to the recited "spaced apart mount 
surfaces", the amendment would overcome the outstanding rejection. Applicant agreed to make 
such amendments. 
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